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PREFACE

This ninety-first edition of the Victorian Year Book carries on the task of
recording the main aspects of life in Victoria today. In seeking to give an
accurate, comprehensive, and balanced account of the State as a whole each
year, the Year Book aims to present not only an unbroken account of significant
activities, facts, and events, but also appropriate matter of special interest.

The rewriting of the Year Book, which was begun in the 1975 edition, has
now almost been completed with the inclusion of a new and much enlarged
chapter on health and medical research. A special committee under the
chairmanship of Sir Lance Townsend worked to make this possible.

The shorter chapter headings now adopted in the Year Book will generally
facilitate the incorporation of new subject matter reflecting the marked changes
apparent everywhere. The Editor makes every effort to maintain the continuity
of basic text and figures unimpaired as well as incorporating new material as
appropriate. This is especially important at present when the economic
circumstances in which the community finds itself are so much at variance
with what obtained a decade or so ago. It is vital, for the sake of historical
accuracy, that these changes are faithfully chronicled in the Year Book and
special articles on major subjects will continue to be included to ensure that this
is done. The first two of these, examining manufacturing from 1968-69 to
1973-74, and unemployment from 1970 to 1975 appear on pages 476-9 and pages
310-14 respectively of this edition.

This Year Book continues the long-term series on Victoria’s environment and
man. The first article in 1976 was well received and succeeding articles will
gradually establish a composite picture of what is a diverse and evolving
subject.

Three new types of illustrations are included. The Protocol Section of the
Premier’s Department has conducted research into the Insignia of Victoria
which are now reproduced and explained. Four watercolours of Victorian flora
by Miss Margaret Stones, M.B.E., are included by permission of the M. M.
Gibson (Gardens) Trust, which brought Miss Stones to Victoria in 1975-76.
Miss Stones, a Victorian who now lives in London, has achieved wide acclaim
for her botanical illustrations. The third new illustrated feature concerns the
chapter on the Victorian environment, where several line drawings by Mrs
Margaret Mackie have been included.

Select bibliographies at the end of each chapter are now a regular feature
of the Year Book. They are intended to complement the retrospective references
published each year, with the exception of the 1973 centenary edition, in the
new series of Year Books which began in 1961, and thus provide a background
for virtually every topic in the series.

The material in the Year Book has been carefully checked throughout but
T shall be grateful to hear from readers who wish to offer suggestions or have




noticed defects. The preparation of this Year Book would not have been
possible but for the willing co-operation of many individuals and institutions.
First, I wish to thank the staff in the Victorian Office of the Australian Bureau
of Statistics who, under the overall direction of the Assistant Deputy
Commonwealth Statisticians, Mr J. F. Clark, B.Com., and Mr 1. M. Cowie,
B.Com., have again brought to the preparation of the Year Book a sense of
responsibility and concern to ensure that the Year Book continues to reflect
accurately conditions in Victoria. I would also like to thank Mr J. M. Ryder,
F.I1.A., F.S.S., A.S.A., the Government Statist and Actuary, who also holds
an appointment as Assistant Deputy Commonwealth Statistician, for the
consultant advice he is always ready to give. My special thanks are again due
to the Editor, Mr H. L. Speagle, M.A., B.Ed., and to his staff in the Publications
Section. I wish also to thank the Victorian Government Printer and his staff
for their fine work in printing the Year Book, the Surveyor General of Victoria
and his staff for their help in revising the maps in the Year Book, and
Mr Norman Quaintance for his typographical advice.

Those who have assisted in the preparation of the articles are listed in the
next two pages.

N. BOWDEN
15 August 1977 Deputy Commonwealth Statistician
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SYMBOLS AND OTHER FORMS OF USAGE

The following symbols mean :
n.a, not available
n.y.a. not yet available
nil or less than half the final digit shown, or not applicable
p preliminary—figure or series subject to revision
r figure or series revised since previous edition
n.ei. not elsewhere included
n.e.s. not elsewhere stated
M males; F females

— Break in continuity of series (where drawn across a column between
two consecutive figures)

The following abbreviations are used for the titles of the Australian States
and Territories and Auwustralia: N.SW, (New South Wales), Vic. (Victoria),
Qld (Queensland), S.A. (South Australia), W.A. (Western Australia), Tas.
(Tasmania), N.T. (Northern Territory), A.C.T. (Australian Capital Territory),
and Aust. (Australia).

Yearly periods shown as, e.g., 1975 refer to the year ended 31 December
1975, those shown as, e.g., 1974-75 refer to the year ended 30 June 1975.
Other yearly periods are specifically indicated.

Values are shown in Australian dollars ($ or $A) or cents (¢) unless another
currency is specified.

All data is presented in metric terms.

Where figures have been rounded discrepancies may occur between totals
and sums of components.



THE ROYAL VISIT 1977

H.M. The Queen and H.R.H. The Duke of Edinburgh with Mrs R. J. Hamer,
wife of the Premier, shown on their arrival at the National Gallery to attend
the Victorian Government’s State Reception. H-M. The Queen is wearing the
insignia of the ancient Order of the Garter and that of the new Order of
Australia.
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THE SILVER JUBILEE OF HER MAJESTY'S ACCESSION
State Reception at the National Gallery of Victoria, 17 March 1977

The Hon. R. J. Hamer, E.D., M.P., welcomed the Royal visitors :

“Your Majesty, Your Royal Highness, this grear gathering has come here
tonight from every part of the State. It represents the people of Victoria
celebrating with you the Jubilee of your Accession. In those 25 years you have
both become familiar figures to us in a way that was never possible in previous
reigns, and, the loyalty that Victoria has always shown on such occasions is today
reinforced by personal affection and high regard.

“This is Your Majesty's fourth visit to us and on each meeting formality has
progressively given way to greater informality. I well remember your first visit
to Victoria, two years after Your Majesty’s Accession, with all its excitement of
first meeting and occasions of some pomp. 1 remember, too, 1970, when, for
the first time anywhere in the British Commonwealth, you walked through the
streets of Melbourne to meet and ralk with your people. On this visit you have
done that again. You have met the people of Victoria at sporting events and
many thousands of our children assembled to greet you. In this Jubilee year it
s fitting in this way to emphasise the concept of family—the concept that binds
us all together still.

“You are no stranger to this Gallery, either. It is one of our proudest
possessions, and here todav we are to record our loyalty in what is to be known
as the Jubilee Acquisition. We have chosen this means of marking Your
Majesty’s Jubilee so as to give ir real and lasting significance. One of the major
purposes of the Gallery is to give a cultural vigour to people's increasing leisure
time, and the people were directly involved late last year when the Government
launched the Arts Foundation of Victoria. This Foundation is raising money to
ensure that the Gallery’s collection, fine as it is, is not merely preserved but
increased and enhanced before it is passed on to future generations. | am proud
to say that the fund has already raised two million dollars.

‘“By involving the Arts with the people, and your Jubilee with the Arts, this
first purchase by the Arts Foundation, our first Renoir, will mark the occasion
for all time in the minds and the hearts of the people of Victoria. I now ask
Your Majesty to unveil the Jubilee Acquisition.”

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 1I replied :

“Mr Premier, thank you very much for your kind greetings on behalf of the
people of Victoria. We are very pleased to be here in this Silver Jjubilee year
and 1o have received such a loyal and generous welcome wherever we have been.
And so it has been throughout our visit to Australia. 1 can assure you that my
overwhelming impression has been of the kindness, warmth, and enthusiasm
shown to us everywhere. This time we have not been able to visit any country
centres, so 1 was delighted and grateful that your Government had brought in
so many children from surrounding districts. 1t has been inspiring and encouraging
to see them. [ think the furure of this State is in safe hands.




“Mr Premier, in the old days the constitutional experts proclaimed that the
Crown is indivisible. By this they meant it could not function or feel differenily
in respect of separate Realms. Nowadays things are different, but I have often
wondered what the real situation was for the wearer of the Crown, even in those
far off days, when it came to cricket. However, as Queen of Australia and the
Queen of the United Kingdom, which incidentally includes England, [ have had
no difficulty in enjoying every moment of this latest encounter in the hundred
years war between Australia and England.* 1 believe that sporting rivalry, such
as we have seen, gives everybody a great deal of pleasure and excitement—Ilong
may it flourish !

“Mr Premier, the people of Victoria are rightly proud of this Gallery and |
look forward to seeing later this evening recent developments to the rest of the
Arts Centre. I am delighted that you have decided to mark my Silver Jubilee
by adding a beautiful painting by Renoir to the collection. 1 am sure it will
be a source of refreshment and inspiration to many. It gives me much pleasure
to unveil the lubilee Art Acquisition.”

* This was the last day of the Centenary Test Match between England and Australia played on the
Melbourne Cricket Ground. After w series of vicissitudes, Australia won by 45 runs, the same
margin as in 1877,

Hon. R. J. Hamer, Premier of Victoria, conveys the greetings of the people of Victoria
to H.M. The Queen and H.R.H. The Duke of Edinburgh at the Victorian Goverment's
State Reception held in the National Gallery on Thursday 17 March 1977,
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H.M. The Queen, escorted by Hon.R. J. Hamer, beginning the walk along
Swanston Street from Flinders Street to Collins Street to attend the civic
welcome at the Meibourne Town Hall on Wednesday 16 March 1977. The
Royal couple during their 36 hours in Victoria also visited the Flemington
Racecourse, the Royal Women’s Hospital, the Zoological Gardens, and the

Centenary Test Match held at the Melbourne Cricket Ground.
Australian Women’s Weekly

H.M. The Queen and H.R.H. The Duke of Edinburgh drive around a gathering
of some 20.000 schoolchildren at Royal Park, Melbourne, on Thursday 17

March 1977.
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